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A Message from the Commandant
⚫ ⚫ ⚫

Here we are half way through February with our regularly 
scheduled business meeting on Tuesday. This meeting and 
next month's meeting are especially important. Tuesday's 
meeting will be the meeting for nominations. The various 
officer positions are basically wide open. Jack plans to run 
again for Judge Advocate. We also have a possible 
candidate for Commandant. Beyond that, all of the positions 
are wide open; Sgt at Arms, Sr. Vice Commandant, Jr. Vice 
Commandant, and Paymaster. Gene is planning to continue 
as Chaplain and I am hoping to see Cynthia remain as 
Adjutant. Why all of the vacancies? Some of us have held 
our positions for two years. It is simply time for new blood. 
Time for others to lead the way for the best detachment in 
North Carolina. So, Tuesday's meeting is the time for 
nominations. You can nominate yourself or someone else. 
On a personal note...it has been my very great privilege and 
honor to have served as the Commandant of 1417 for the 
past two years. Cannot think of a greater group of people to 
call my brothers and sisters. Semper Fi! 

Larry Thornton, Commandant

⚫ ⚫ ⚫



Monthly Dinners (All dinners start at 1800 (6pm) unless otherwise 
noted):

March 8: Harbor Inn Seaford, Brevard Road, Asheville Outlet Mall

April 12: Lone Star Steakhouse, Airport Road

May 10: Apollo Flame Bistro, Brevard Road

June 14 (1700/5pm): Tommy’s Family Restaurant, Weaverville

MCL Annual Summer Picnic:

July 9, 1100 (11am), Asheville Firefighters Camp, Clayton Road    
(More details to follow in the coming months.)

*******

May 9 at 1830 (6:30pm) is the Promotion & Awards Night at Asheville 
High School main gymnasium for the JROTC. First Sergeant            
Jesse Warren has asked that members of the Detachment come to 
support the JROTC and present awards. Please contact First Sargent 
Warren at jesse.warren@acsgmail.net. If needed, a signup sheet will be 
passed about at the April meeting. Thank you!

*******

Please see Pete or Betsy Watts to volunteer for any of the 
committees for our activities. Events cannot happen with the 

efforts of just one or two, so please volunteer to help out on all 
upcoming events! Thanks!

A Message from the Senior Vice Commandant

I will be collecting coats from anyone that would like to donate 
them at your next monthly meetings.  I will then take these to the 
Veteran's Quarters to donate.  This gives everyone plenty of time 
to clean out your closets and give warmth to those less fortunate.
 
Semper Fi,  John Dies, Sr. Vice Commandant 

            

A Message from the Junior Vice Commandant
Greetings Marines & Associates

I just want to take a moment to thank all of you for what you do 

within our detachment and I hope that this next year will provide 
even more opportunities to grow our detachment and our 
outreach to other Marine veterans. As we approach the election 
of new officers for the detachment I hope that you all will take a 
moment to thank our current officers who are vacating their 
positions. Larry Thornton has done a fine job as Commandant 
and has devoted many hours to the success of our detachment. 
The same can be said for John Dies in his role as Sr. Vice 
Commandant. I hope that they will continue to provide assistance 
to the new officers who are elected into those positions. Please 
continue your own outreach to recruit new members to our 
detachment so we can grow and prosper. Semper Fidelis!

Ric Ledford
Jr. Vice Commandant

A Message from the Judge Advocate
Hi Folks,
    I'm mentoring a Vietnam Vet Marine as he walks the road of 
recovery. He is presently getting to the point where he will be 
receiving subsidized housing and he needs HOUSEHOLD 
GOODS including furniture, kitchenware vases, radio, disc player 
etc. etc., so PLEASE go through your attic and storage areas and 
give this Marine a hand and a BIG self-esteem boost knowing 
he's appreciated for his service to the nation and the Corps.

Semper Fi,
Jack Albright, Judge Advocate

Judge Advocate Jack Albright and Jr. Vice Commandant            
Ric Ledford hold the new MCL 1417 Asheville banner that was 
given to the Detachment by Judge Advocate Albright. Thank you 
sir for your donation!

Please remember those Marines who came before us.



The front four soldiers are (le� to right) Ira Hayes, Franklin Sousley, John Bradley and 
Harlon Block. The back two are Michael Strank (behind Sousley) and Rene Gagnon 
(behind Bradley). Picture taken by Joe Rosenthal (Info. courtesy of 
h�p://www.iwojima.com/)  

For most people, today is just like any other 
Friday. But not for us Marines. And not for 
patriotic Americans who remember the sacrifices 
of our Armed Forces. 

People like you know that on this day, 71 years 
ago, the first of what would eventually become 
80,000 Marines and Navy Corpsmen landed on 
the black sands of Iwo Jima ... and that they 
fought a virtually invisible enemy for an 
unrelenting 36 days. And we remember that 
more than 6,000 Marines and Sailors died during 
this pivotal chapter of World War II. 

Semper Fi,
 
Jeffrey D. Jones
DoNC Senior Vice Commandant
Marine Corps League
jdjones0311@aol.com
(252) 205-6506

February Marine Minute

∴∴∴∴∴∴∴∴∴∴∴∴∴∴∴∴

 Anthony Guidone

USMC 1953 – 1957

Boot Camp  Parris Island
Advance Infantry Camp Lejeune, NC

Quan�co VA 1954 – 1955 Prin�ng & 
Reproduc�on
Japan Camp GIFU 
Okinawa Camp Courtney 
Rank Sergeant
Honorable Discharge 1957

Civilian Life
Adver�sing  Marke�ng, Retail Department Chain Store (238 
Outlets)
Builder Single family Construc�ons (Owner}
Real Estate Associate Sales (New York State)

Real Estate Florida Real Estate Agent (Broker- Owner)
Financial Mortgage Broker Florida (Owner)
Insurance Real Estate Title Insurance Company, (Owner)

Re�red To the East Coast of Florida (2006)

Ac�vi�es Flying (Single Engine Planes) –  Racquet Ball – Boa�ng – 
Fishing -  Photography

Residences Brooklyn, NY -  Mass -  New Hampshire - Texas,
Florida & North Carolina

Personal Married to Phyllis 1961 to present
Children Daughter, School Teacher – Son, Registered Nurse
Grandchildren Two Boys, Three Girls

Prior Memberships
Habitat for Humanity (Member Board of Directors 
& Treasurer)

Milford Mass -  Community Theater, Founder, As a 
startup community program, ac�ve in all stages of 
theore�cal requirements. 

Melbourne Art Fes�val, 25 Years (Member Board of 
Directors)

MCL Detachment 1417 

Philip R Swartz



 
Active Duty Marine Corps from 27 December, 1971, to 21 

December 1975
 

Boot Camp, MCRD Parris Island, 12/71 to 03/72
Infantry Training, Camp Geiger, 03/72 to 05/72
Aviation Testing, NAS Memphis, 05/72 to 06/72

Aerial Navigation School, NAS Pensacola, 06/72 to 03/73
(Graduated first in my class)

Aerial Navigator, VMGR-252, MCAS Cherry Point, 04/73 to 12/75
 

In my capacity as an aerial navigator I regularly flew Hercules 
KC-130F cargo/tanker aircraft throughout the eastern US, the 
Carribean, the Atlantic, and the Mediterranean. Our squadron 

transported all types of cargo, vehicles, and troops, and 
sometimes made aerial deliveries of each. We often refueled 

fighter jets and helicopters, two at a time, over the mid-Atlantic, 
and frequently performed in air shows. 

 
My job was to do the flight planning, obtain weather briefings, and 

provide active flight directions to the pilot and co-pilot. I used a 
sextant and celestial navigation techniques, plus LORAN 

readings, pressure pattern readings, and ADF compass readings, 
to plot our course. I operated the radar, kept the crew informed of 
all weather situations, provided regular position statements to the 
radio operator, charted the entire planned and actual flight paths, 
kept track of the fuel equal time point, and logged all flight events. 
During refueling operations I assumed a rear observer position to 

provide eyes for the pilots. After each flight I completed all 
customs forms, met with customs officials, and debriefed 

weather.
 

At Cherry Point I also served voluntarily on the base's honor 
guard, performing at retirement ceremonies, weddings, changes 
of command, air shows and Marine Corps birthdays (including 

the 200th).
 

After being released from active duty as an E-5, I joined my local 
Marine Corps Reserve unit, an ammunition company, in 

Greenville, SC, as an office clerk, while I attended Clemson 
University. 

I was discharged 31 August, 1983. 

Sally and I were married in 1977, and I graduated from Clemson 
in 1981 with a Bachelor's Degree in Recreation and Park 

Administration. In 1982 I began my 24-year career as a National 
Park Ranger on the Blue Ridge Parkway, which also took me to 

such parks as Ninety Six National Historic Site, Canaveral 
National Seashore, Vicksburg National Military Park, Yosemite 
National Park, and finally Cape Hatteras National Seashore, 

where I retired in 2006. After retirement we moved to Asheville 
where we currently reside.

HOWARD ADLER

Howard Adler CPL USMC

1. Joined the Marine Corps Reserves in 1954. 
2. Boot Camp at Parris Island, SC.

3. Duty Stations were Camp Lejeune and Camp Pendleton.
4. Returned to P.I. to Headquarters & Service Battalion, Guard 

Company Military Police.
5. In April 1956, while at P.I. an event took place that shook the 

Marine Corps to its very foundation. Staff Sergeant      
Matthew McKeon took his new platoon on a night forced 

march in to Ribbon Creek behind the barracks. He was 
unaware of the high tide, and six of the recruits drowned. I 

was SSgt McKeon’s chaser. 
6. Remained on active duty through 1957 and remained on 

Reserves until 1961.
7. After discharge I joined Fingerhut Mfg. as a truck driver. 

Advanced to supervisor and then Plant Manager.
8. After 11 years, we bought property in Wisconsin where we 

raised minnows. 
9. After 19 years, went to work for Stresau Laboratory making 

explosive components for the military. I became a 
Configuration Manager and stayed with them until retirement. 

10. Moved to North Carolina in 1998.
11. I will be married to my wife Patricia 60 years this year in 

November. We have two sons, six grandchildren, and two 
great grandchildren. 

12. Two other things that I was involved with in the Corps: Shot in the 
Marine Rifle & Pistol Team and chosen to be on a drill team.

****Reminder that JVC Ric Ledford will come to ask you to be 
highlighted in our Marine Minute of the month. He will send you 
information via email, or will let you know what is requested for 
the 1417MM. Thank you for your service!****

€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€

Butch and Cecile Gudger model the latest additions to the 1417 Detachment 
clothing line. Now available are sweatshirts and button down shirts. See the 
Gudgers for pricing and availability on these and other clothing items.



Asheville’s own VA scored the top in the nation! For more information, 
visit the following link: 
h�p://www.ci�zen-�mes.com/story/news/local/2015/04/30/ch
arles-george-va-medical-center-scores-tops-na�on/26652943/

Remember that nominations are now due. 
The following positions are open for 

nomination: Commandant, Senior and Junior 
Vice Commandant, Paymaster, and Sergeant 
at Arms. These positions are for members 

only.

You may nominate yourself!

The Adjutant position will be available. Anyone 
interested in being appointed let the board know at 

the meeting! 

Without your help, we would not be the Detachment 
we are today! Thank you!

January 30, 2016

 A Message from the National Commandant
Marines:     
 
It sure is nice to be able to get back to “The Information Highway” 
on this page and fill everyone in on what has been going on in 
the League. I hear that you have been waiting for more news so 
that tells me that there is interest in this space and you are 
reading it. Thank you for listening.
I am sure that by now that you are aware that if you need new 
forms you can pull them up online and print them without having 
to order them from National. No more delays waiting for 
shipments and if you need more they are at your fingertips. This 
results in a savings in funds that had to be paid to suppliers who 
manufacture them. 
A new Detachment locator in being implemented and we were 
hopeful it would be completed in time to introduce it a Mid-Winter. 
This will enable everyone throughout the league have contact 
information on all our Detachments. This info was destroyed 
when the site shut down and is being completely rebuilt. When 
installation reports are submitted this enables the most current 
info to be put onto the locator.
If you look onto the calendar you will see when some of the 
Divisions are having conferences making the membership aware 
of the dates, times and locations. As more information is received 
from the Departments and Divisions it will be added making it 
easier to plan your schedules so you can attend.  
THE MCL History/Awards page had not been touched for several 
years; the MCL History is now up to the present and those that 
have been presented awards from the MCL is current.  We were 
happy to make the awards and are more than happy to recognize 
the achievement on our webpages.
On the Links webpages we have installed easily recognizable as 
links. So instead of having to squint to read what the link says, 
this made it easier even us “older” people.
In regards to Veterans Info --We are updating the website with 
outside resources and within a very short time we should be in 
full swing and have useful and viable info to pass on.  We have 
just sent two people to school for handling veterans claims cases, 
as soon as the certification is completed they will start handling 
cases for the League. 
The Web Team is also working on installing video capability 
similar to YouTube.  They hope to have it available in the near 
future.  This way we can provide video clips from our 
conferences, conventions and other events that affect our Marine 
Corps League.
Also in the works are new committee pages that will contain the 
committee roster information, forms, reports and other 
information they deem valuable to the membership. 
The Web Team is working hard to keep the website responsive 
and compatible with mobile devices.   If the site is slow we may 
lose potential new members.  The website is a communication 
tool for our membership but it is also a great recruiting tool, 
especially for the younger generation of Marines.



When the old site was taken down we lost the online ship store.  
This gave us the opportunity to put together a new site that did 
not require special logon/passwords.  We were proud to launch 
The Semper Fi online store in December.
Remember to attend the Mid-Winter Conference, if possible, and 
once again be reminder to purchase your chances through 
Military Historical Tours for a free trip to any of the locations they 
are offering. Five tickets for $20.00 is still the best deal I've ever 
seen.  Information and tickets can be found on this website with 
the Mid-Winter Conference information.
I want to thank everyone for allowing us, your Board of Trustees, 
the honor of being of service to your needs in being of service to 
our Corps. Remember there is no “I” in The Corps and we 
accomplish our goals as a T.E.A.M.
 
 "Semper Fi"
 
 

Richard D. Gore, Sr.
National Commandant
Marine Corps League

www.mclnational.org

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞

February 2016 Dinner at Applebees

**************

Do  you have a story, newsworthy item, or comments/opinions of what you 
would like to see in YOUR Scu�lebu�? Please send to JV Commandant             Ric 

Ledford at elrock66@gmail.com or to Phaedra Laushance at 
broncogalinnh@aol.com. Submissions need to be received no later than the 20th 

of the month to be included in the newsle�er. Thank you!

**************

"Good night, Chesty Puller, wherever you are!"


